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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                       Contact: Letitia Austin 
Public and Gov’t Relations Manager 
Laustin@Portofh.org  

 
Port of Hueneme, Making History Announcing Goal of 

Zero Emissions by 2030 
Blueprint to Zero Emissions Announced at World Oceans Day Event on June 11 

 
[Port Hueneme, CA – June 13, 2024] — Port of Hueneme aims to make operations zero 
emissions by 2030. The Port of Hueneme/Oxnard Harbor District made the historic 
announcement at its World Oceans Day event on June 11. 

 

Port of Hueneme Blueprint to Decarbonization Target Date Announcement Press 
Conference. 

Becoming zero emissions with grid power requires a huge investment in electrical charging 
infrastructure and equipment and will cost tens of millions of dollars. However, the Port is 
well on its way having invested tens of millions to date with another $100+ million in 
investments and grants in que to continue this transition away from fossil fuels. The Port has 
already made significant progress in reducing emissions by using low and zero emissions 
vehicles and equipment over the years, and by working with Port partners to use better, 
cleaner technology.  

 
 
“The Port of Hueneme’s announcement of our zero-emission blueprint initiative marks a 
critical step in our commitment to environmental sustainability and climate action,” said 
Celina Zacarias, President of the Oxnard Harbor District Board of Harbor Comissioners. 
“I’d like to thank the California Energy Commission for seeing the Port of Hueneme as a 
leader in the Port decarbonization space and providing critical funding to bring our 
communities vision of a zero-emission port one step closer to reality! This ambitious goal to 
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be zero emission by 2030 is only possible with the incredible support of our strong 
community, labor, and business partners throughout Ventura County. We look forward to 
working together on this journey to becoming the first fully zero emission and greenest port in 
the United States!”  
 

 
Celina Zacarias, President of the Oxnard Harbor District Board of Harbor Comissioners.  
 
The intent is to have the Port’s cranes all plugging in, vessels be zero emission at berth 
through shoreside power and emission control systems, and transition handling equipment 
and port vehicles to zero emission by 2030. The Port will partner closely with the trucking 
community on goals around transition away from fossil fuels and the ocean carrier industry 
on the movement to a green, decarbonized bunker fuels, but this is separate effort from the 
Port’s zero emission blueprint. 
 
“We’re thrilled to move forward in this endeavor and to work hand and hand with our trades 
and with our community to come up with zero emission solutions and to hopefully be the first 
Port in the U.S.A. to be a zero emission port because of the size and scale of who we are,” 
said Kristin Decas, CEO & Port Director, for the Port of Hueneme. 
 

 
 

Kristin Decas, Port of Hueneme CEO & Port Director 
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“We have been working on the Blueprint since 2021,” said Giles Pettifor, Port Environmental 
Manager. “Now that we have funding and support from the state, our commercial partners, 
and we can make our goal of ZE a reality and years ahead of State of California ZE goals.”  
 

 
Giles Pettifor, Port of Hueneme Environment Manager. 

 
Beginning in 2021, the Port conducted a two-year zero emissions energy study to decide 
which clean fuels could power the Port in the future thanks to funding from the California 
Energy Commission (CEC). The Port looked at two future clean fuels, electrical grid power 
and hydrogen powered fuel cells. The study looked in detail at all the equipment on Port, and 
concluded electrical grid power is the best future clean fuel to power the Port toward a zero 
emission future. 
 
In 2022, the Port received federal funding to develop a Climate Action and Adaptation Plan 
under the broader climate, energy and air quality program known as Port of Hueneme, 
Reducing Emissions, Supporting Health (PHRESH). This program reflects the Port’s ongoing 
commitment to reducing emissions and supporting public health and improving air quality. 
 
This major announcement is realistic based on current projections but is dependent on 
significant external funding and equipment availability and will not include the vessels sailing 
the ocean or drayage trucking. 
 
The Blueprint to ZE announcement kicked off the Port’s World Oceans Day celebration 
“Catalyze Action for Our Ocean & Climate” on June 11 at the Channel Islands Maritime 
Museum in Oxnard. The event was an opportunity for the Port of Hueneme, maritime 
industry companies, environmentalists and community organizations to gather to discuss 
partnerships focused on the sustainability of the world’s oceans. 
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Keynote panel discussion. 

 
The event included a keynote panel of organizations that align with the Port’s mission of 
growing a blue economy. The Blue Whales Blue Skies Award Ceremony also recognized 
Port for customers including K Line America Inc, Maersk, Hyundai Glovis, Wallenius 
Wilhelmsen, NYK Line, Evergreen, CMA CGM, Hapag-Lloyd, CSL Americas slowing ships 
and saving whales. Additionally, the Friend of the Port Award Ceremony thanked Port 
partners including Reel Guppy Outdoors, MERITO Foundation, and Coastal Keepers for 
making a difference.  
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Shipping Line Awardees(Left to Right): (Front Row) Celina Zacarias, President of the 
Oxnard Harbor District Board of Harbor Comissioners; Holly Galbreath, Ventura 
County Air Pollution Control District; Tyler Harris, Ventura County Air Pollution 
Control District; Amber McEldowney, Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies 
Program Coordinator; Capt. Atsushi SUZUKI, NYK Group Americas, Inc.; Vanesa 
Novara, Maersk; Stacey Kirkorn, K Line America Inc; Davin Chan, CSL Americas; 
Kristin Decas, Port of Hueneme; (Back Row) Giles Pettifor, Port of Hueneme; John 
Bennett, Evergreen Shipping Agency (America) Corp.; Alex Economou, Santa 
Barbara County Air Pollution Control District; Sean Hastings, NOAA Channel Islands 
National Marine Sanctuary; Sean Andrew, Hapag-Lloyd; Jacqueline Moore, PMSA; 
Len Mazella, WW; Jessica Galvan, Glovis; Rick Green, PacRo; John Roehl, CMA 
CGM; Rober Mazurek - Executive Director, CA Marine Sanctuary Foundation. 
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Reel Guppy Outdoors receiving Friend of the Port Award. 

 

 
MERITO Foundation receiving Friend of the Port Award. 

 

 
Coastal Keepers receiving Friend of the Port Award. 

 
# # # 
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About the Port of Hueneme 
The Port of Hueneme is one of the most productive and efficient commercial trade gateways 
for niche cargo on the West Coast. Five locally elected Port Commissioners govern the Port. 
The Port consistently ranks among the top ten U.S. ports for automobiles and fresh produce. 
Port operations support the community by bringing $2.8 billion in economic activity and 
creating 24,997 trade-related jobs. Trade through the Port of Hueneme generates more than 
$236 million in direct and related state and local taxes, which fund vital community services. 
In 2017, the Port of Hueneme became the first port in California to become Green Marine 
certified and was voted the Greenest Port in the U.S. at the Green Shipping Summit. 
www.portofh.org.  

 
 
 
 


